THE SCOURGE OF  GOD

tent which moved from place to place, and he became a
wrestler and a master of Eastern intrigue.

His mother had been carried off in a raid, so he had to
face a blood feud as well as tribal jealousies and greed.
His father died when he was but thirteen, leaving him
the chief of a wild people who needed strong leadership,
beset as they were by enemies on all sides. He was soon
forced into the role of fugitive, in lands which should have
paid him tribute; but he remained in hiding, determined
one day to enter into his inheritance. Gradually he found
friends, and, by dint of personal bravery and an indomitable
will, he won back the following of his father. The very
qualities necessary for this achievement were those which
were to ensure him the stupendous success that came
his way.

He counselled his men to be brave if they wanted
fortune. Like the Arabs and other shepherd peoples, they
were arrogant and over-bearingly cruel, with a rough-and-
ready sense of humour. Wielding the weapons of dip-
lomacy and intrigue, Temujin, who became known as
Genghis Khan, formed strong alliances to counter his
jealous enemies. With twelve thousand Mongols under
his banner, scattered widely on their way from summer to
winter grazing grounds, he heard that thirty thousand
were at hand, ready to strike. This, his first big battle, the
forerunner of many, showed the hand of the master.
Cavalrymen in armour wielding bows and arrows, shields
and lances, and short swords, uttered wild yells as they
charged in wild abandon, until some five thousand enemy
lay dead, and the day was won. It was a triumph of
leadership, of valour. Seventy enemy chiefs were boiled
alive in huge cauldrons 00 the spot. The name of Genghis
thenceforward became one with which to conjure.

He went from success to success. He captured a
relative who had tried to oppose him. Asked what
punishment this chief expected, the answer came "the slow
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